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TODAY MARKS THE 
81ST ANNIVERSARY OF THE ATTACK  

ON PEARL HARBOR  
 

DECEMBER 7, 2022 
 

OTTAWA, TODAY –  
Mr. Stéphane Ouellette, President 
and Chief Executive Officer, 
Merchant Navy Commemorative 
Theme Project (MNCTP), 
remembered the more than 2,400 
Americans that were killed, and 
over 1,200 injured, during the 
attack on Pearl Harbor.  
 
On December 7, 1941, over 300 
Japanese airplanes attacked the 
naval base near Honolulu, 
Hawaii. This delivered a major 
blow to the nation’s Pacific Fleet, 
annihilated more than 300 planes, 
and destroyed or seriously 
damaged nearly 20 ships. 
Although the Japanese Empire 
focused on the destruction of the 
Pacific Fleet in Pearl Harbor, the 
attack encompassed the entire 
island with assaults on Army and 
Marine aviation bases as well as 
civilian facilities. This dreadful event changed the course of history, and 
catapulted the United States of America into World War II.  
 
In 1994, the United States Congress designated December 7 of each year as 
National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. The joint resolution was signed by 
President Bill Clinton, on August 23, 1994. On November 29, President Clinton 
issued a proclamation declaring December 7, 1994, the first National Pearl 
Harbor Remembrance Day. 
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Office of War Information poster memorializing the 
Pearl Harbor attack (1942) 
 

Quote 

“…December 7, 1941, marked 
the beginning of America's 
involvement in World War II—a 
war that fundamentally 
reshaped the international 
geopolitical landscape, as well 
as the economic, political, and 
cultural institutions of our 
Nation. It involved America in a 
worldwide battle against the 
forces of fascism and 
oppression. It ended forever our 
country's isolation from world 
events. 

“Those Americans who 
remember World War II have a 
profound responsibility: to pass 
on the lessons of that conflict to 
the generations that have 
followed. Never again can 
America be unprepared, or 
permit an aggressor to threaten 
our vital interests, or isolate itself 
from events of global 
significance. America must be a leader in the continuing struggle for lasting 
peace. As President John F. Kennedy affirmed: 

"Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any 
price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe, 
in order to assure the survival and the success of liberty." 
– President William J. Clinton, 42nd President of the United States of America, 
Proclamation 6758—National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day, 1994 (The 
American Presidency Project) 
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