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OTTAWA, Today –  
Mr. Stéphane Ouellette, 
President and Chief Executive 
Officer, Merchant Navy 
Commemorative Theme Project 
(MNCTP), remembered the 
sinking of the S.S. Edmund 
Fitzgerald, and all of the 29 crew 
members that tragically died on 
November 10, 1975. 
 
The ill–fated voyage of the  
S.S. Edmund Fitzgerald began 
on November 9, 1975, at the 
Burlington Northern Railroad 
Dock No.1, Superior, Wisconsin, 
when she was loaded with 
26,116 long tons of taconite 
pellets (made of processed iron 
ore). The ship then departed for 
the steel mill on Zug Island, near 
Detroit, Michigan. 
 
The S.S. Edmund Fitzgerald was 
first launched in 1958, and 
weighted 13,632 tons and was 
729 feet long. She was built 
within a foot of the maximum 
length allowed for passage 
through the soon–to–be 
completed St. Lawrence Seaway, 
and was the largest carrier on the 
Great Lakes until 1971. The 
Fitzgerald was labeled "The 
Pride of the American Flag".  
In 1964, she became the first ship on the Great Lakes to carry more than a million tons 
of ore through the Soo Locks. Early in the morning of November 10, the S.S. Edmund 
Fitzgerald encountered winds as strong as 80 mph, and waves more than 30 feet high. 
The 729–foot ship took on water and eventually snapped in two, plunging more than  
500 feet to the lake bottom, where she remains. The shipwreck is located approximately 
17 miles northwest of Whitefish Point, Michigan. In 1995, divers retrieved the ship's 
200–pound bronze bell, which is kept as a memorial at the Great Lakes Shipwreck 
Museum in Michigan. Bodies of the crew have never been recovered. 
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Quotes   

"We are honored to host an Edmund Fitzgerald memorial service each year at the Great 
Lakes Shipwreck Museum. With a toll of the Fitzgerald's original bell, we remember each 
sailor lost on that ship, and a 30th toll of the bell memorializes all sailors lost on the Great 
Lakes." 
– Bruce Lynn, Executive Director, Great Lakes Shipwreck Museum 
 
“Every captain knew it was his job to deliver cargo as cheaply and as quickly as 
possible," one Great Lakes captain commented long after the loss of the Edmund 
Fitzgerald, "and if you didn't measure up, the company would replace you with a captain 
who would measure up.” 
– Michael Schumacher, Author, Mighty Fitz: The Sinking of the Edmund Fitzgerald 
 
Quick Facts 
 The Fitzgerald was named after a CEO of Northwestern Mutual, and was 

christened by his wife. 
 Sailing alongside another laker, the S.S. Arthur M. Anderson, the Fitzgerald was 

expecting a normal voyage on November 9. Its captain, E.R. McSorley, was a life– 
long sailor, and was accustomed to severe winter conditions. 

 Around 2pm the next day, the two ships changed their route to avoid a storm on 
the south shore of lake Superior. McSorley radioed the Anderson, which was 
travelling a few miles behind, around 5pm to say they were taking on water. 

 The Fitzgerald suddenly vanished from sight and radar around 7pm.  An 
investigation by the U.S. Coast Guard concluded that the cargo vessel sank 
around 7:15pm just 27 kilometres from the entrance to Whitefish Bay, MI. "No 
distress call was heard by vessels or shore stations," the report stated. 

 With a surface area of 82,000 square kilometres, Lake Superior is the biggest of 
the five lakes and is considered the most dangerous. Bordered by Ontario, 
Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan, Superior is especially hazardous in the 
winter when snow and winds sweep in from the mainland. 

 
Associated Links 
 History of the Edmund Fitzgerald | Great Lakes Shipwreck Museum 
 1975: 29 die in the sinking of the SS Edmund Fitzgerald | CBC Archives 
 "The Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald" Song | Gordon Lightfoot | YouTube 

 
Contact Information  
 The Great Lakes Shipwreck Museum 

Bruce Lynn 
Executive Director 
Tel: 1.906.635.1742 
E–mail: Blynn@shipwreckmuseum.com 
Website: www.shipwreckmuseum.com 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.shipwreckmuseum.com/edmund-fitzgerald/the-fateful-journey/
https://www.cbc.ca/archives/entry/1975-29-die-in-the-sinking-of-the-ss-edmund-fitzgerald
https://www.cbc.ca/archives/entry/1975-29-die-in-the-sinking-of-the-ss-edmund-fitzgerald
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9vST6hVRj2A&ab_channel=Zeezy
mailto:Blynn@shipwreckmuseum.com
http://www.shipwreckmuseum.com/
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