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TODAY WE CELEBRATE 
NATIONAL MARITIME DAY 

IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  
 

MAY 22, 2021 
 

Today – Mr. Stéphane Ouellette, 
President and Chief Executive 
Officer, Merchant Navy 
Commemorative Theme Project 
(MNCTP), observed National 
Maritime Day in the United States 
of America. 
 
It was on the historic day of  
May 22, 1819, when the first 
American steamship the 
S.S. Savannah set sail from 
Savannah, Georgia to Liverpool, 
England. This was the first 
transoceanic voyage fueled by steam. National Maritime Day was created by the United 
States Congress on May 20, 1933. 
 
During the Second World War, more than 250,000 Merchant Marine sailed the 
treacherous oceans of the world. Over 6,835 American Merchant Marine were killed and 
over 11,000 wounded. In addition, 604 Merchant Mariners were taken prisoners of war, 
resulting in 61 casualties within POW camps. Over 2,199 Canadian Merchant Navy 
Seaman were killed in both World Wars.   
 
Maritime Day is a special day which recognizes the rich seafaring history of The United 
States. The American Merchant Marine has been visible in every war and conflict dating 
back to The Revolutionary War of 1775, right up to present day conflicts.  In times of 
peace, the U.S. maritime industry: employs more than 260,000 Americans; provides 
over $29 billion in annual wages; and, moves over 100 million passengers and $400 
billion worth of goods between ports in the U.S. annually. 
 
Globally, our seaborne trade accounts for 90% of the world’s food, fuel, raw 
material, and manufactured goods that are delivered to every corner of the globe. 
This worldwide shipping network is interconnected by over 100,000 commercial 
vessels, and consists of 2,800 ports within 150 countries. Over 1.5 million seafarers 
operate, maintain, and repair these massive ships, while simultaneously fighting 
rough seas, risking their lives through piracy and war zones, and sacrificing quality 
time with their families. Seafaring remains one of the most perilous and 
indispensable jobs on Earth. It is the world’s most important and widespread 
concentrated ‘human effort’ that is essential to ensuring security, defense, and 
prosperity for our society worldwide.  
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Quotes 
 
“They have delivered the goods when and where needed in every theater of operations 
across every ocean in the biggest, the most difficult, and dangerous transportation job 
ever undertaken. As time goes on there will be greater public understanding of our 
merchant fleet’s record during this war.” 
– President Franklin D. Roosevelt, Statement on the U.S. Merchant Marine,  
September 19, 1944  
 
“…On National Maritime Day, we honor the steadfast commitment and sacrifices of the 
men and women who serve in the United States Merchant Marine, and recognize their 
essential role in safeguarding and strengthening our Nation. Called the “fourth arm of 
defense” by President Franklin D. Roosevelt during World War II, the Merchant Marine 
established itself as a cornerstone of sealift support for our Armed Forces, sailing 
through theaters of war to deliver troops and supplies while keeping vital ocean supply 
lines operating. The perseverance and dedication of the Merchant Marine contributed to 
the Allied victory even as they suffered one of the highest casualty rates of any of our 
military services.” 
– President Joseph R. Biden Jr., 46th President of the United States of America,  
A Proclamation on National Maritime Day, May 22, 2021, White House 
 
“Shipping has maintained a constant presence in the history of human development. 
From the times of imperial expansion to the World Wars, the merchant navy/marine 
served as an important lifeline to the overseas colonies, and bridged the physical spaces 
between the western and home fronts. Presently, our national and international maritime 
history remains disparate, highly fragmented, and virtually unknown by international 
organizations, nations, and the common person worldwide. Like our unsung wartime 
seafarers, modern seafaring remains one of the most neglected, underappreciated, and 
marginalized professions in history. It is high time that we demonstrate our gratitude to 
all our brave mariners, past and present, for the risks and personal costs to life they face 
at sea, so that we may continue to enjoy our life on shore.” 
– Stéphane Ouellette, President and CEO, MNCTP 
 
Associated Links: 

 A Message of Gratitude to the People of the United States of America on Their 
National Maritime Day | MNCTP | May 22, 2016 

 A Message of Gratitude to the Republic of India on their National Maritime Day | 
MNCTP | April 5, 2016  

 Merchant Marine Music Video 
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Mr. Stéphane Ouellette  
President and CEO  
E-mail: ouellettes@rogers.com 
Website: www.alliedmerchantnavy.com 
 

https://www.miragenews.com/a-proclamation-on-national-maritime-day-2021-564660/
http://www.alliedmerchantnavy.com/mnctp/media/releases/usa-national-maritime-day.html
http://www.alliedmerchantnavy.com/mnctp/media/releases/usa-national-maritime-day.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DO_drlO5vSU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DO_drlO5vSU
http://www.alliedmerchantnavy.com/
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